
MESSAGE FROM 
JOHN FOX, CHAIR  
OF HARROGATE  
BID LTD

Welcome to our first newsletter to all Levy 
payers and all businesses in the Harrogate 
BID area.  I thought it would be useful 
getting our message out to both these 
groups as you are key players in our town. 

Since the result of the Ballot in November, we have 
been working very hard to set the business up.  We 
have created a Board for the company with 10 
members on the Executive Committee which meets 
monthly and the Board with 16 members who will meet 
quarterly.  Full details of the Directors are included in 
this mailing and on our website.  The Directors have 
been selected from the Task Group which has been 
working to set up the BID.  They are continuing their 
work with the BID in order to ensure consistency in the 
process, as detailed in the BID Business Plan.  We have 
found offices and have spent time recruiting the BID 
Manager. All the Directors are volunteers. I would like to 
record my thanks to my colleagues for all the work they 
have contributed in helping set up the Company.

We have some exciting projects to be launched over 
the next few months.  These are currently being 
finalised, but we want to share some of them with you. 

We have joined forces with Welcome to Yorkshire to 
help promote Harrogate both internationally and in 
the UK.  With Explore GB, Tour de Yorkshire and the 
UCI in Harrogate this year, we have a great opportunity 
to showcase our fantastic town to the world.  We are 
very keen to ensure that all the groups involved work 
together to ensure success for Harrogate.

If you have any questions or comments, or perhaps 
ideas to promote our town centre, please do not 
hesitate to contact me direct.  I am keen that we 
all work together to ensure the Harrogate Business 
Improvement District is a success for the town, but 
more importantly for you.

John Fox

Chair@harrogatebid.co.uk

Help us save money and keep you 
better informed.
Harrogate BID wants to keep you regularly informed 
about our work and how you can be involved.  Printing 
and distributing leaflets is expensive, so we are 
encouraging you to forward your contact details, 
including your email address to info@harrogatebid.co.uk

Join the Harrogate 
BID Today!
Every Levy Payer or financial contributor is 
encouraged to become a member of Harrogate 
BID Ltd, a private company limited by guarantee.  
As such it has members rather than shareholders, 
who are each entitled to:

•  receive a copy of the company’s accounts;

•   as appropriate, attend general meetings and 
cast a vote;

•  elect directors by voting.

Members of the Company are able to stand for 
election to the Board.  An application form and 
a full set of Company Membership Rules are 
enclosed with this mailing.
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Latest News
The Harrogate BID team are currently working 
on a number of initiatives for Harrogate. Several 
are waiting approval or we are finalising details, 
but we thought we would keep you informed. 

Art in the Alleyways
There are a number of narrow paths around the town like 
the one from James Street to Market Place or from Kings 
Road up steps to Cheltenham Mount. We are looking 
at improving the lighting and featuring large images on 
the wall, these may be old film posters where they used 
Harrogate for location filming or stars that have performed 
at the Royal Hall.  If you have any ideas, then please contact 
us. info@harrogatebid.co.uk 

The Harrogate Welcome 
As we have featured in this newsletter we have identified 
four retailing quarters in Harrogate.  These will be colour 
coded in our new map.  We are proposing to fix banners on 
the street lighting columns to promote each of these areas.

HARROGATE BID2

Harrogate BID joins  
Welcome to Yorkshire

One of the key objectives of the Harrogate BID is to 
promote Harrogate as a place to visit.  We will be 
working with Welcome to Yorkshire and Visit Harrogate 
to promote Harrogate internationally and across the 
United Kingdom as more people are having holidays in 
the UK. We will be encouraging local residents to explore 
Harrogate and try new restaurants, bars and shops. 

This year we will be part of the popular Welcome to 
Yorkshire stand at the Great Yorkshire Show between  
9 and 11 July 2019.  With an attendance of nearly 
150,000 over the three days and as the majority of 
our leisure visitors to Harrogate live within 100 miles, 
we will use the opportunity to promote the many 
attractions around Harrogate and the many quality 
shops and facilities in our town.  If you are attending 
the Great Yorkshire Show, please call in to see us.
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If you wish to contact the Harrogate BID team, 
please use the following contacts:

email: info@harrogatebid.co.uk 
Harrogatebid.co.uk

All correspondence to:
Harrogate BID Ltd
PO Box 836
HARROGATE HG1 9YB



Every year, local volunteer group 
Harrogate in Bloom runs a number 
of competitions to celebrate and 
recognise horticultural endeavour.  
These competitions cover categories 
for residents, pre-school, primary 
school pupils, school grounds, 
nursing homes and, of course, local 
businesses.  

In the past, the business category 
invited entries for business gardens 
large or small.  But last year 
Harrogate in Bloom was bowled 
over by the number of town centre 
shops that were using flowers, 
real or faux, to beautifully dress 
their windows to entice shoppers 
to come inside.   So much so, 
the group has decided to launch 
a Summer Floral Shop Window 
competition.  

Pam Grant, President of Harrogate 

in Bloom, hopes businesses will 
enter this inaugural event which 
it is hoped will become an annual 
fixture.  Pam added:  ‘Harrogate 
doesn’t just happen.  There is an 
army of people out there making 
our town special and somewhere 
people want to live, work and visit.  
The town’s businesses play a major 
role in that, helping uphold our 
reputation as a quality destination.’

Harrogate has won every major ‘in 
bloom’ award since the regional, 
national and international awards 
began back in the 1970s.  Harrogate 
remains the only town ever to have 
twice won Europe in Bloom.  We 
have won Yorkshire in Bloom 33 
times and this year sees us bidding 
for our 13th Britain in Bloom title.

Pam added:  ‘The national judges 
will be in town in early August 

and it will be wonderful to show 
them the shop window entries.  
We would love it if floral windows 
could be on display between 1 July 
to 31 August at least or longer if 
at all possible and you might even 
want to maintain until the UCI in 
September.’

Judging will take place in early July 
and we will be running features in 
the local media.

EXPLORE HARROGATE
Many residents and visitors know the 
Montpellier Quarter, it’s Harrogate’s best 
kept secret, with a wide range of businesses 
ranging from excellent restaurants, cafés 
and bars, to ladies and gents clothing shops, 
interior designers and many more. 
The Harrogate BID is supporting the new quarters being 
created along Kings Road called the ‘Kings Quarter’ and we 
have created two new quarters called the ‘West Quarter’ 
covering West Park, and Tower Street, with the ‘Central 
Quarter’ covering the rest of the town centre.

We have designed an A4 map, folding down to A7 (so 
it's very handy for visitors to carry) which lists all the 
restaurants, cafés, bars and shops in each quarter.  We hope 
it will encourage visitors to explore all areas of the town.  The 
maps are currently being printed and we hope that, together 
with shops, bars, cafés and restaurants will also display them.

If you would like to display the maps, please email  
info@harrogatebid.co.uk

Summer Floral Shop 
Window Competition
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Full details and entry forms are available at harrogateinbloom.org.uk/competitions

All correspondence to:
Harrogate BID Ltd
PO Box 836
HARROGATE HG1 9YB
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BID Forum - The Harrogate BID is planning a 
series of networking meetings over the year for 
all Levy Payers.  If you want to receive up to date 
information of our meetings, please send your 
contact details to info@harrogatebid.co.uk

When the Harrogate BID was consulting with 
local businesses in the run up to the Ballot last 
October one of the big issues raised by you was 
car parking and congestion in Harrogate. Some of 
you participated in the Harrogate Advertiser series 
promoting local businesses and again the issue of 
car parking was highlighted.

We invite you to a meeting arranged for 

Wednesday 8 May 2019  
in the Henley Room, Hotel du Vin, Prospect Place, 
Harrogate HG1 1LB at 3.00pm

Speakers:  
David Bowe, Corporate Director of Business  and 
Environmental Services, NYCC

David Kirkpatrick, Team Leader –  
Traffic Engineering, NYCC

The Harrogate  
Gift Card
Harrogate BID are currently working 
with Miconex on plans to introduce 
a Harrogate Gift card.  These will be 
available for the public to purchase in 
town or online. The gift card programme 
is designed to lock in spend for 
participating businesses, drive footfall 
and additional spend.

BID Forum:
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The Harrogate Gift card can be used in any of the 
participating businesses in the Harrogate BID area. It can 
only be used in the Harrogate BID area, it cannot be used 
online. The card can be used in restaurants, bars, cafés and 
shops.

The gift card card is a Mastercard prepaid card so no 
new equipment is required and no additional fees apply 
(treated as a debit card transaction). 

Businesses can register to join the scheme by contacting 
info@harrogatebid.co.uk and we will send you a Miconex 
registration form to complete.  If your RV is low and you 
are exempt from the BID, but wish to participate please 
contact us.

The Miconex team are planning to visit Harrogate and 
register businesses to the scheme.  If you pre register 
Miconex will contact you to arrange an appointment to help 
set you up.


